
The storytelling gift is 
innate: one has it, or 
one doesn’t. But style 
is at least partly a 
learned thing: one 
refines it by looking 
and listening and 
reading and practice - 
by work. 

Donna Tartt

Hello my friends,

July 10th is the new deadline for sending in your 
entries for the Missouri Liars Contest.

There is time to tell your story, enter the contest 
and win the prize! I am so excited for the contest 
this year. It is the tenth anniversary of MO-
TELL’s Annual Missouri Liars Contest. Ten years 
ago, Anthony Clark set this in motion. We have 
him to thank for starting us on this path. It has 
been a sweet ride these past ten years. Hurray to 
Anthony and thank you.

Let’s all meet in Columbia and celebrate our time 
together. I want to thank our team, Linda Kuntz 
and Jackie Wright, who organized this year’s event. 
Many thanks to Ken Wolfe for promoting it in the 
newsletter, Columbia Public Library for their 
generous donation of space and advertising, our 
board of directors and of course the members and 
storytellers out there who keep storytelling alive. 
Thank you, everyone.

Keep telling your stories,

Joyce Slater

President, MO-TELL





Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Thursday July 4, 2024, NO 
MEETING - First Thursday Meeting
Enjoy the Fourth of July!!!!!!!
 
Saturday July 20, 2024, NO 
MEETING - Third Sat. Meeting
Hope to see you at:

MO-TELL Liars Contest 
in Columbia, MO
 
Thursday August 1, 2024, 7:00 pm 
First Thursday Meeting
Hybrid meeting at Trailside Center 
AND on Zoom
Officer Elections: Director, Events 
Coordinator, Secretary
Story Theme: “Stories of Service”
 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
            Trailside Center                      Woodneath Library Center

99th & Holmes Rd.                  8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157

 
If not on RAPS Mailing List,
Contact: RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com 
for additional info and Zoom links.

Continuing to Wish 
you Happy 

Continuation of the 
Continually
Continuing 

New Year from 
Gateway 

Storytellers, 
continued! 

mailto:RAPS.Secretary@gmail.com


Subsequent months will offer tips from various sources.
Contact Sue with your tips.   Email  suehinkel1@gmail.com or Text  314-406-0695 

TIPS for storytellers from Linda Kuntz

Have a written contract in hand before the performance, 
spelling out …

When you are telling stories.
Where you are telling stories.
Who you are telling stories to. (This can change)
Clear directions to the performance site.
Where you are to park your car, do you need a parking tag?
Who is going to meet you and/or introduce you?
What do you need to bring? Portable amp? Mic and stand? 
Canopy? Chair? Water?
What will they provide?  Amp? Mic? Chair? Seating for the 
audience? Canopy? Water?
How much you will be paid?
How you will be paid?
Who do you submit your invoice to?
When will you be paid? (Sometimes you receive at check after your    

performance or it may take 6 months for you invoice to be processed)
Will photographs be taken?

mailto:suehinkel1@gmail.com
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For more information:





2024 Missouri Liars Contest 
The deadline to submit a spoken or written work is July 1, 2024!!

Columbia Public Library
100 W. Broadway, Columbia, MO 65203. (573) 443-3161
Friends Room, Conference Room A and B
Saturday, July 20, 2024
 
Columbia Public Library opens at 9 am
 
9:15 am Participants/audience sign-in with name and contact info. Prizes will 
be awarded from this list later—t-shirt, button, or MO-TELL bag. Library is 
offering coffee, juice, and pastries for the morning workshop. 
 
9:30 am to 11:45 am Workshop (2 ½ hour). Workshop leader Larry Brown.
 
Lunch on your own from 11:45 am to 1 pm. 
 
1:00 pm Seating opens at 1:00 pm. Contestants check in for sound check. 
Judges check in to review rules. Timer checks in. Teller order is pulled from a 
hat. 
 
1:30 pm to 3:30 pm Emcee welcomes all to 10th Annual Missouri Liars 
Contest (Written and Spoken Category). 
 
3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  Written contestants introduced, and the winning piece 
read.  Award audience prizes from sign-in list.
 
4:00 pm to 4:30 pm  Award the 3rd, 2nd and 1st place Spoken Word winners. 
 
Columbia Public Library closes at 5 pm.

Spoken Contest Rules
Spoken Contest Registration Form
Written Contest Rules
Written Contest Registration Form

https://www.mo-tell.org/_files/ugd/edcb9d_90947eb80cbb4e5abc0b0ca90194bce3.docx?dn=2024%20MLC%20Spoken%20Rules-3.docx
https://www.mo-tell.org/_files/ugd/edcb9d_c503279f9b304a83a22d95594ae2d03b.docx?dn=2024%20MLC%20Spoken%20Reg%20Form%20(3).docx
https://www.mo-tell.org/_files/ugd/edcb9d_fcca5ead58b2425c9ad1a1d851ac143a.docx?dn=2024%20MLC%20Written%20Rules%20(3).docx
https://www.mo-tell.org/_files/ugd/edcb9d_f5dc056ba74649d8a767ffacc4dea202.docx?dn=2024%20MLC%20Written%20Reg%20Form.docx
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 This workshop will explore the process of developing a narrative 
plot line (story arc) for oral storytelling in order to enhance 

listener engagement. 

July 20, 2024
9:30 am 

At the 2024 Mo-tell liars Contest



Twists, Turns and Terminate
Techniques for the Storytelling Trajectory

Saturday, July 20
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Add to Calendar

Columbia Public Library
Friends Room

In this workshop, you'll explore the process of developing a narrative plotline 
(story arc) for oral storytelling in order to enhance listener engagement. 
Presented by storyteller Larry Brown.

Larry has been a storyteller for over 45 years, performing at numerous 
storytelling events and festivals around the country, and has held leadership 
positions for a variety of storytelling organizations. Co-sponsored by Missouri 
Storytelling, Inc. (MO-TELL). 

Adults. Please register.
AGE GROUP: | Adults |

EVENT TYPE: | General |

TAGS: | Writing | Workshop | Storytelling |

https://events.dbrl.org/event/11041061#branch
https://www.mo-tell.org/
https://www.mo-tell.org/
https://events.dbrl.org/events?r=thismonth&a=Adults
https://events.dbrl.org/events?r=thismonth&t=General
https://events.dbrl.org/events?r=thismonth&term=Writing
https://events.dbrl.org/events?r=thismonth&term=Workshop
https://events.dbrl.org/events?r=thismonth&term=Storytelling
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 The only thing worse than being blind is    
having sight with no vision.

- Helen Keller



 

 

 

NSN 2024 Conference 
Registration for Conference or Virtual Ticket 

Click Here to Purchase Ticket 
Conference	ProgramPrintable	Virtual	Ticket 
Contact Dot@storynet.org if you would like to post an ad in 

the conference program. 

Conference Information 

Click Here for Details 

Conference Housing and Meal Menu 

Click Here for Details 

If you would like help finding a roommate for one of the 
conference hotels, 

email: mrm@margaretreadmacdonald.com 

Centre	WebsiteMap	of	Centre 
Federal Way, Washington – Seattle/Tacoma International 

Airport (Sea-Tac) – Use UBER or Taxi from airport to Federal 
Way (approximately 30-min ride at $50 each way) 



It was September of 1995. My wife, Jackie, took a storytelling workshop with Diann Joy Bank to learn how to 
become a storyteller. Diann told Jackie about an organization called MO-TELL. Of course, Diann had to explain 
exactly what MO-TELL meant. I was interested in storytelling as well. Years earlier, I had partnered with and 
accompanied, playing percussion instruments, a storyteller named Bert Minkin. Diann told Jackie that MO-TELL 
had an event coming up in October. So, Jackie and I both decided to attend MO-TELL’s event.
I believe it was a two-day festival. It was called the Missouri River Storytelling Festival. I recall MO-TELL on one of 
the nights, having dinner first, then a storytelling concert followed. I don’t recall who told at the first festival I 
attended, which was at some place called a School Mall in St. Charles, MO. Jackie and I attended so many festivals, 
it’s difficult to pinpoint who was featured in any particular year. In the early years of our attendance, the late 1990s, I 
do remember seeing Jackie Torrence, Loren Niemi, Angela Lloyd, Milbre Birch, and Doug Lipman. That’s all I can 
think of right now. 
Every year, Jackie and I looked forward to going to the Missouri River Storytelling Festival. It was the highlight of
our fall. We still miss it to this day. The festival had several locations over the years. I also remember attending on 
the Golden Rod Showboat that was docked in St. Charles on the Missouri River riverfront. Later it was at the Depot 
on the riverfront.
Of course, we soon became members of MO-TELL and got acquainted with the St. Louis storytelling community. 
A couple of years later, Diann Bank suggested to Sue Hinkel that Jackie was ready to tell on the Missouri River 
Storytelling Festival concert; and of course, I would accompany her on percussion instruments. So, Sue invited us to 
the October 1997 Missouri River Storytelling Festival. It was the year Milbre Birch was the featured teller. I believe it 
took place on the Goldenrod Showboat. Jackie and I were thrilled to be asked to be at the concert and thrilled to 
share the stage with Milbre Birch and the other tellers, Karen Young, Deb Swanegan, Joyce Slater, Pat Baker, and 
Donna Merz. Later, we were on the festival concert with Doug Lipman on the Golden Rod Showboat.
Jackie and I also attended Tellabration concerts every November, which included a silent auction. The silent auctions 
are now held during the Liars’ Contest. I believe I attended a Tellabration that was held at the Union Avenue 
Christian Church in St. Louis on Union Avenue. I recall Jackie and I telling on a couple of Tellabrations, including 
last year’s Tellabration in St. Louis at O’Connell’s Pub, upstairs at Jack’s Joint.
I remember the annual membership meetings that were held in January and still are. Back in the late 90s and early 
2000s, we usually met at Karen and Mike Potts home in St. Charles. Members came with a story to tell and a dish 
to share. Jackie told “Tale of the Three Trees” one year, as I accompanied her on percussion instruments. I also 
remember Jackie and I doing an upfront puppet show, “The Three Billy Goats” at one of the meetings.
In the early 2000s, Jackie and I were asked to be Co-Vice President of MO-TELL. We held the position until our 
term was up. Since 2023, I am on the board as a member- at- large and Jackie is the treasurer. Since I got involved 
with MO-TELL so long ago, my memory of a lot of the details has left, but I remember how I felt. I enjoyed the 
stories and the camaraderie of the storytellers and the story listeners, and I still do today.



MOTELL picture from 1997, October storytelling festival on the Goldenrod

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8



    2024 MO-TELL Storyteller State Park and Historic Sites list

Park/site     Event    Date/time         Storyteller

Wakonda SP                  Spooktacular Event                  10/26/24                                  Gary & Linda Kuntz

Lake Ozark SP               Stories                              6/15/24/ 7pm                       Rich White

Mastodon SP                Stories                                    7/25/24/ 7 pm                          Eric Haynes

Bennett Spring SP        Anniversary Event                    10/05/24                                 Mike & Nancee Micham

Hunter-Dawson SP       French/Spanish Trappers           9/28/24/ 1 pm                           Sarah Poff

Onondaga Cave SP        Halloween Event                        10/25/24                                 Raelene Croster

Robertson Memorial    Planets       7/23/24/ 1 pm             Fran Stallings

Library, Higginsville, 
MO

HaHa Tonka SP       TBD       6/14/24             Jim “Two Crows” Wallen

Montauk SP       TBD       TBD             Heather Harlan

Pomme De Terre SP       Halloween Event                        10/19/24                                  Sherry Norfolk



An Evening  of Rich White Stories 
at Lake of the Ozarks State Park Campground

My wife Alice and I showed up at the Lake of the 
Ozarks State Park Campground in the early 
afternoon to scope out the venue for the 7:00 pm 
storytelling performance. We found the amphitheater 
was small enough that the PA system we had along 
would not be needed. We didn’t see any notices 
about the storytelling, and I was a little concerned.
 
We returned a little before 6:00 pm to the 
Campground Store where we met Candy Hawk, the 
Park Specialist who was handling the storytelling. 
Candy informed me that she had walked the 
campground on Friday night and invited everyone 
she found outside to the storytelling on Saturday. 
She was in the process of repeating that walk-thru 
again this evening to contact as many campers as 
possible. A little after 6:00 pm, Alice and I drove 
down to the amphitheater and then walked around 
the campground talking to some campers and 
inviting them to the storytelling.
 
By 6:45, Alice and I were at the amphitheater when 
two men we had talked to earlier showed up, closely 
followed by four women who we had also talked to. 
When Candy showed up, I was a little worried at the 
size of the audience. Then at around 6:55, the 
people Candy had invited started strolling in. We 
ended up with a nice size audience of 41 (ages 6 to 
about 80) thanks almost exclusively to the work 
Candy had put into promoting the event.
 
I told a variety of stories including a fairy tale, a folk 
tale, a tall tale and a historic story. The audience 
was attentive and joined in to make the storytelling a 
pleasure. To close out the program I asked whether 
they would rather hear a story of “An Owl and an 
Eagle”, a traditional folk tale, or “Aunt Eddy”, a tall 
tale. “Aunt Eddy” won out and proved to be a fun 
wrap up to an enjoyable evening. 



 2024 MO-TELL Quilt Raffle
As a part of our fundraising, MO-TELL has a wonderful 
quilt to raffle. This hand pieced quilt by Marsha Stifel 
Mellendorf is an Irish chain pattern in red and navy with 
squares having multi-colored flowers on a navy 
background. The field is “Civil War muslin tan” color.

The quilt is professionally machine-stitched in an 
overall oak leaf pattern. This twin-sized quilt measures 
52” X 80”. The backing is a wheat print, and the quilt has a 
sleeve that makes it perfect as a wall hanging.  

Tickets for the raffle are as follows: 
one ticket for $5, 
three tickets for $10,
five tickets for $15,
and ten tickets for $20. 

Members will receive a mailing regarding the raffle. Email 
Linda Kuntz at Lindakkuntz@yahoo.com if you need more 
raffle tickets.

Please help in this endeavor to fulfill the MO-TELL 
mission as we partner with the Missouri State Parks and 
Historic Sites.

Tickets are for sale now through September 9. You DO 
NOT need to be present to win.

The drawing for the quilt will be at the September 10, 
2024 MO-TELL Zoom program “Hauntings.” The winner will 
be notified through email.

MO-TELL Board
Joyce Slater, president
Sue Hinkel, vice-president
Jackie Wright, treasurer
Linda Kuntz, secretary
Nancee Walker-Micham, member-at-large
Gary Kuntz, member-at-large
Glen “Papa” Wright, member-at-large
Perrin Stifel, emeritus





Show us where you’ve gone this summer from 
overseas to overland to just over there!

Take a selfie or group photo with your MO-TELL swag 
or the Register open on your phone and we’ll share 

it in an upcoming page in the newsletter. 

Be sure to tell us your name, the names of the folks 
with you, and where you are so you can be a little 

famous in our ever-widening MO-TELl circle. 

Send to motellnews@gmail.com 

Don’t keep your adventures to yourself, silly. 



Storycrafting Fundamentals (Zoom)

Mon, Jul 8 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
Writer and storyteller Laura Packer will explore character development, story 
structure, point of view, understanding your audience, and other storycrafting 
techniques.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Storytelling in Senior Living Communities (Hybrid)

Thu, Jul 11 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Canceled
What should a storyteller expect when telling stories in assisted living and 
memory care units? How should they prepare? What kind of stories do the 
residents enjoy?
EVENT DETAILS
Story Swap (Hybrid)

Thu, Jul 18 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
This open-mic storytelling event is open to anyone! Put your name in the hat 
for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW
Starting to Tell Stories (Zoom)

Thu, Jul 25 2024 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
You have a great story to tell, and the Library wants to help you tell it!
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95890/storycrafting-fundamentals-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95890/storycrafting-fundamentals-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D95890
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/99411/storytelling-senior-living-communities-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/99411/storytelling-senior-living-communities-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95886/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95886/story-swap-hybrid
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D95886
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95891/starting-tell-stories-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/95891/starting-tell-stories-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D95891


 Little boy on left is yours truly with my sisters long ago. - kw



Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

Missouri Storytelling, Inc.
9621 Olive Blvd. #28994
St. Louis, MO 63132-9998
 

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 



The gate angel in heaven stood at the entrance holding his large golden-bound book. Inside his 
book was a list of every soul that had lived on earth. Dressed in his white flowing gown, standing 
on a floor of white soft clouds, the gate angel’s long white hair was blowing softly in the gentle 
breeze.

Standing side by side stood three souls that had just arrived at the gates of heaven. The gate angel 
announced, “I must decide who is the most holy to enter heaven first. It is the highest honor to go 
first into heaven.”

The gate angel opened his book to see what was written about each soul’s life on earth. The three 
souls stood patiently waiting to hear the gate angel’s decision. Then the angel asked each soul, 
“Tell me, what was your highest mitzvah--good deed--when you lived on earth?”

One soul, the most learned, was a student of Torah and Talmud-- Jewish most sacred books. The 
second soul was the most observant in his daily way of life. The third soul, wearing a flowered 
apron, looked at the angel with a sweet smile and said, “I was a Bubbe--Jewish grandma--to all the 
children in my shtetl--Jewish village.”

The learned soul wore a worn shirt and pants and carried a heavy backpack filled with books. He 
stepped close to the gate angel’s face, folded his arms and began to brag. “I am the most pious of 
all. From morning till night, I studied all the Jewish books of learning. I never let anyone come 
into my home for idle talk. I never wasted my time to even walk outside. I deserve to be the first 
to enter heaven,” boasted the learned student.

The next soul, the observant one, wearing his kippah--Jewish observant skullcap--and tallis--
Jewish prayer shawl--that hung down to his knees, stepped forward and stared into the gate angel’s 
eyes. Holding his siddur,--Jewish prayer book--he shouted, “I deserve to enter heaven first. I am 
the most observant. Did I ever miss saying my prayers three times a day at shul--Jewish 
synagogue? Never!” He continued to bellow for all to hear, “I was never distracted nor spoke to 
anyone at shul. Did I ever miss observing each and every Jewish holiday to its fullest? Never! I am 
the most pious of all.”

The Bubbe stood silently. Her face had soft wrinkles. There was a twinkle in her eyes, and she had 
a glowing smile. She spoke in a gentle voice, “I’m neither a learned soul nor an observant soul. I 
gathered all the children to teach them how to plant a garden to grow food for those that were 
hungry in our shtetl. Each day I taught them to take care of G-d’s
creatures. I don’t need to go first into heaven.” After the Bubbe spoke, the gate angel saw a joyous 
look in her eyes.

The gate angel closed his large golden bound book. To the learned soul, he asked, “Did you ever 
invite anyone to your home to teach them one of the holy books of learning?” Not speaking a 
word, the student held his head down, shaking it from side to side.

To the observant soul, the gate angel asked, “Did you ever invite someone from your shul for a 
meal at your home?” He also held his head down, shaking it from side to side, not saying a word.

Then the gate angel turned toward the old Bubbe and said, “Bubbe, you are the humblest. To learn 
to be humble is the highest mitzvah of all. You deserve to enter first through the gates of heaven.”
And so, she did.



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 

Newsletter design by

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Vice-President: Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jackie Wright, jpapawright@sbcglobal.net (Membership)

Secretary: Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
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