
Hello my friends,

This is going to be a wonderful year for MO-TELL. The 
Liars Contest is in person for the first time in three years. 
Zoom has brought us through the pandemic but what we’ve 
really needed is to see each other face to face and laugh 
and hug and share stories. I hope to see you in Pacific, MO 
in July for the Liars Contest whether you are a teller, a 
listener or a dancer.

There will be a silent auction, t-shirts, buttons, food, a 
chance to meet up with friends and tell a story. We’ll have 
Ragtime and World’s Fair 1904 history. There will be a 
workshop, a story swap, and time to enjoy each other and 
our stories.

The deadline for your Liars Contest entries is June 1. 

I wouldn’t lie to you.

You have less than a month to create a whopper that will 
win you the prestigious title of Liar of the Year. The rules 
are on our website, www.mo-tell.org and in this 
newsletter, but if you have questions, send me an email. 
( joyceslater20@gmail.com )

The MO-TELL board will pre-entertain you with a few lies 
in our June 10 show on Zoom.

Keep your stories alive,

Joyce Slater

President of MO-TELL

“Facts, opinions, and value 
statements push people 
apart, stories bring people 
together.” 

– Chuck Matthei







MO-TELL AUCTION IN JULY 
 
MO-TELL is having a silent auction during the Liars Contest to support storytelling in 
Missouri. Can you help with a donation of an item of $20 or more value?  
Here are some examples of what you can donate: 
 

*Gift cards from your favorite restaurant, grocery store, drugstore or department 
store 

 *Gift membership to one of your favorite organizations like museums, zoos (St. Louis 
Zoo) (Nelson Atkins Art Museum) (Missouri History Museum) 

 *Be creative: Donate brand new items, valuable collectibles, baskets of your favorite 
things like books, CDs and specialty foods or drinks, etc.  
*Questions Call Perrin Stifel, (314)413-2858 
 

No white elephants, no mason jars or Beanie Babies or used clothing. Well, vintage Elvis 
Presley suits may be allowed! 
Come to the auction and buy, buy, buy. The goal is to raise $2,022.00. 
 
Bring or mail items to any board member (Joyce Slater, Linda & Gary Kuntz in the KC 
area, Perrin Stifel and Sue Hinkel in the St. Louis area, Nancee Walker Micham in the 
Springfield area or to Karen and Michael Potts, Chairs of the Silent Auction. Call Karen 
Potts, (636)485-8024 for information or go to www.mo-tell.org for Board contact 
information. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Complete this form to send with your donations.  
 
Thank you for your generous donation to MO-TELL. MO-TELL is a 501C3 organization 
devoted to spreading the art and joy of storytelling throughout the state of Missouri. Your 
gift helps to continue this mission. Items to be sold at the LIARS Contest, 2022. 
Please list the value of your donation here for tax purposes and to help sell it. 
 
Item _____________________Description___________________________Value_________ 
 
Item_____________________ Description___________________________ Value_________  
 
Item_____________________Description____________________________Value_________ 
 
Donor name___________________________________Date_________________________ 
 
Again, thanks, 
 
Missouri Storytelling, Inc. 
 
Donation(s) accepted by ________________________________ 
 



The 43rd St. Louis Storytelling Festival will take place from October 13-22, 2022. 
St. Louis County Library is the new home for the festival, which will be held at a 
wide variety of venues through the St. Louis region, including St. Louis City and 
St. Louis County. More details and the festival line-up will be announced soon 
at www.slcl.org/stlstorytellingfestival.

Special thanks to our collaborating partner University of Missouri Extension, 
who hosted the festival in recent years.



No events listed so far. 



This year’s Liars Contest and Mo-

Tell-A-Palooza with be held in a 

very special place in Sue Hinkel’s 

hometown of Pacific, Missouri.

According to James L. McHugh and 

Dan Monahan, the Opera House of 

Pacific has a unique connection with 

the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair, also 

known as the Louisiana Purchase 

Exposition. As the fair closed some 

train cars were loaded with salvaged 

materials, and the 

McHugh and Daily Mercantile 

Building was begun. The first floor 

was a general store, the second floor 

was apartments for two families, and 

the third was the famous Opera 

House of Pacific, Missouri. You may 

also choose a modern elevator to 

whisk you up!

The wood floors, tin ceilings, and 

grand staircase are amazing and a 

testament to the past when the 1908 

opera house was completed. You  will 

see the original curtain as a backdrop 

for the liars as they spin their tales 

of “truth.” Walk on history as you go 

up the second step to the stage, 

which was removable so that 

bootleggers could hide the booze! 

Experience the magic of the railroad 

whistling down the tracks! 

Vaudeville, opera singers, 

entertainers, and ragtimers have 

performed on the stage for 114 years. 

Harry S. Truman played the full 

grand piano still being played today. 

This is the ONLY opera house in the 

nation still owned by the original 

family. 

Read more 

at www.operahouseofpacific.com and 

click on About and then click on 

History.

http://www.operahouseofpacific.com/


Jean has been involved with 
storytelling since 1985 which is 
when she took a class in Puppetry 
and Storytelling for her Masters 
degree in Library Science. She has 
had a lifelong love affair with 
books which explains why after she 
retired from a library career, which 
included being a school librarian 
then working for the public library, 
she went back to work part-time, in 
a library. She said that it’s the 
books and the stories they hold 
that keeps her returning to the 
library.

Though she characterizes herself as more of a story listener than a 
storyteller nowadays she continues to be staunch supporter of 
storytelling. She said she joined MO-TELL because that is one of the 
ways she could continue to support storytelling today. Her favorite 
types of stories are the traditional tales: Folktales, Fairytales, Nursery 
Rhymes, and stories from Classical Literature.

When asked about the future of storytelling she said she was worried 
about a lack of cultural literacy today. That today’s children are not 
being told those traditional tales by their parents. She said especially 
lacking are nursery rhymes which are important because they can 
engage a child’s imagination at a very young age.

While storytelling faces many challenges today from a world that 
oftentimes seems too busy to listen to a story, with continuing 
supporters such as Jean it will continue to be an important part of our 
future.



Magnet 
here

Magnet 
here

Stories, Gatherings, and Story Gatherings 
around our fair state. 

Topic: Gateway Storytelling featuring Ken Wolfe
Time: May 10, 2022 07:00 PM Central Time 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83324046246?

pwd=ckdHT09UL0NmdW9KVmtkeDVaQlM0QT09

Meeting ID: 833 2404 6246
Passcode: gateway

 Minnesota Backyard in November

 Minnesota Backyard in Late April

Thursday May 5, 2022, 7:00 pm – First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Featured Teller: Ric Vice
Story Theme: “Best/Worst Day at School”
 
Saturday May 21, 2022, 10:30 am
Hybrid* meeting at Woodneath AND on Zoom
 
Thursday June 2, 2022, 7:00 pm First Thursday 
Meeting
Hybrid* meeting at Trailside Center AND on Zoom
Story Theme: “Not My Finest Hour”
 
Free Concert: World Tales – Travel the World 
Thru Story
Saturday, June 11, 2022, 7:00 pm
(Donations for Tellers Welcomed)
Hybrid* at Trailside Center and on Zoom
 
*Hybrid meetings will be held in-person at:
   Trailside Center        Woodneath Library Center 

    99th & Holmes Rd.  8900 NE Flintlock Road
    Kansas City, MO 64131         Kansas City, MO  64157



You may have heard. We’re having a contest. 
Mo-Tell needs Award-Winning, above par

 liars, fabulists, fabricators, prevaricators, raconteurs, and downright fibbers.
 and you may be just what we’re looking for.  You bring the lie, we provide the mic.

July 9th, 2022, in the heat of the summer. Your pants will already by warm. 
Read the submission rules on the next couple of pages, and see how you can help them 

to burst into absolute flames!



THE MISSOURI STATE LIARS CONTEST - 2022 
OFFICIAL RULES ± ORAL CATEGORY  
 
The following rules pertain to the Oral and Written Categories of the 2022 Missouri State Liars Contest, 
sponsored by MO-TELL (Missouri Storytelling).  

Each entrant in the Oral Category of the 2022 Missouri State Liars contest must:  

� Submit a video or audio file (or web link to such) of the complete story he/she is entering͒ 

� Submit a completed registration form with a $15 entry fee for MO-TELL members, or a $30 entry fee for 
non-MO-TELL members.͒ 

� Each entrant may submit up to five (5) stories. Each additional story submitted must be accompanied by a 
separate registration form and $15 entry fee. Note that each entrant may submit up to five (5) stories in 
each category, the Oral Category and the Written Category. The same story may be submitted in both 
categories, i.e., as an entry in the Oral Category and the Written Category.  

� Deadline for Entering ͒Story entries will be accepted until June 1, 2022. A panel of judges will choose 10 
finalists from among the entrants in the Oral Category to compete in a live event in July. Finalists will 
be notified on or around June 14, 2022, of their selection for the final round. ͒Finalists in the Oral 
Category will be invited to compete in person at the final round on July 09, 2022. A panel of judges will 
select the winner of the Oral Category and the winner will be announced at the event that day. Cash 
prizes will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in both the oral and written categories. ͒ 

� Eligible Stories ͒Eligible entries for the Oral Category of the 2022 FRQWHVW�LQFOXGH�DQ\�VWRU\�WKDW¶V�not 
completely true. Entries may be original compositions, or they may be based partially or wholly on 
folklore or other material from the public domain. Copyrighted stories are not allowed in the contest 
unless the contest entrant is the copyright holder. Stories must be 10 minutes or less with a 30 second 
allowance. Stories must also be PG-rated²i.e., appropriate for an all-ages audience. Any story 
entered in the contest which fails to meet these requirements, as deemed by the judges, will be 
disqualified. 

�  Judging Criteria ͒Stories will be judged based on three criteria: 1) originality of material, 2) performance 
quality, and 3) overall entertainment value. Although the performance of each entrant will be evaluated, 
the technical quality of the video or audio recording will not be a factor in the judging, as long as the 
story can be clearly heard and/or seen by the judges. ͒ 

� If an individual wins the Liars Contest (oral) 5 times, then they are no longer eligible to compete (in the 
oral category) and are elevated to the rank of Most Accomplished Liar in Missouri rank.  

� Any individual involved in collecting entries or arranging judges will be deemed a contest director and will 
be ineligible from entering the 2022 contest. Immediate family members of contest directors or contest 
judges are also ineligible. Additionally, professional politicians (defined as individuals who earn the 
majority of their income from elected office) are ineligible from entering the contest while in office.  



 

THE MISSOURI STATE LIARS CONTEST ± 2022 
REGISTRATION FORM (ORAL CATEGORY)  

Please return this completed form with the contest entry fee payable to ³02-7(//´ the 
following address by June 1, 2022:  

Sue Hinkel, MO-Tell Treasurer, 2236 Highway N, Pacific, MO 63069 

NOTE: The contest entry fee is $30 for non-MO-TELL members, or $15 for MO-TELL 
members.  

After returning your registration, submit your story in a standard audio or video format 
(or a link to your story) to joyceslater20@gmail.com  

  
Name: _________________________  

Address: _______________________ _______________________ 
_______________________  

Name of Parent or Guardian for entrants under 18: ________________________  

Phone #: ________________________ Email: __________________________  

Title of Story: _____________________________________________________ 
Approximate length of story: ______minutes͒How did you hear about the contest? 
_______________________________________  

PLEASE NOTE: Performances at the July 09, 2022, event may be photographed 
and recorded (audio and video) and used by MO-TELL to promote future contests 
or Missouri storytelling in general.  

For questions about the contest, email joyceslater20@gmail.com  
 



 

THE MISSOURI STATE LIARS CONTEST ± 2022 
OFFICIAL RULES ± WRITTEN CATEGORY  

The following rules pertain to the Written Category of the 2022 Missouri State Liars 
Contest, sponsored by MO-TELL (Missouri Storytelling).  

Each entrant in the Written Category of 2022 Missouri State Liars contest must:  

� Submit a story in a Word document ͒ 

� Submit a completed registration form with a $15 entry fee for MO-TELL members, or a $30 entry fee for 
non-MO-TELL members.͒ 

� Each entrant may submit up to five (5) stories. Each additional story submitted must be accompanied by a 
separate registration form and $15 entry fee. Note that each entrant may submit up to five (5) stories in 
each category, the Oral Category and the Written Category. The same story may be submitted in both 
categories, i.e., as an entry in the Oral Category and the Written Category (separate fee for each).  

� ͒Deadline for Entering ͒Story entries will be accepted until June 1, 2022. A panel of judges will choose the 
winners from among the entrants in the Written Category. The 1st place winner in the Written category 
will be invited to read their story after the Oral contest on July 09, 2022, in person. There will be a cash 
prize for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in each contest. 

�  ͒Eligible Stories ͒Eligible entries for the Written Category of the 2022 FRQWHVW�LQFOXGH�DQ\�VWRU\�WKDW¶V�not 
completely true. Written entries must be original compositions, but they may be inspired by folklore 
or other material from the public domain. Written entries must be 2,000 words or less. Stories will be 
judged on content not length. Stories must also be PG-rated²i.e., appropriate for an all-ages audience. 
Any story entered in the contest which fails to meet these requirements, as deemed by the judges, will be 
disqualified. ͒Stories will be judged based on two criteria: 1) originality of material, and 2) overall 
entertainment value.  

� If an individual wins the Liars Contest (written) 5 times, then they are no longer eligible to compete (in 
the written category) and are elevated to the rank of Most Accomplished Liar in Missouri rank.  

� Any individual involved in collecting entries or arranging judges will be deemed a contest director and will 
be ineligible from entering the 2022 contest. Immediate family members of contest directors or contest 
judges are also ineligible. Additionally, professional politicians (defined as individuals who earn the 
majority of their income from elected office) are ineligible from entering the contest while in office.  

 



 

THE MISSOURI STATE LIARS CONTEST ± 2022 
REGISTRATION FORM (WRITTEN CATEGORY)  

Please return this completed form with the contest entry fee payable to ³02-7(//´ the 
following address by June 1, 2022:  

Sue Hinkel, MO-Tell Treasurer, 2236 Highway N, Pacific, MO 63069 

NOTE: The contest entry fee is $30 for non-MO-TELL members, or $15 for MO-TELL 
members.  

After returning your registration, submit your story as a WORD Document attached to an 
email to joyceslater20@gmail.com.  

  
Name: _________________________  

Address: _______________________ _______________________ 
_______________________  

Name of Parent or Guardian for entrants under 18: ________________________  

Phone #: ________________________ Email: __________________________  

Title of Story: _____________________________________________________ 
Approximate length of story: ______minutes͒How did you hear about the contest? 
_______________________________________  

PLEASE NOTE: Performances at the July 09, 2022, event may be photographed 
and recorded (audio and video) and used by MO-TELL to promote future contests 
or Missouri storytelling in general.  

For questions about the contest, email joyceslater20@gmail.com.  

 



TSA (Tejas StoryTelling Association) is proud to promote 
this Oklahoma Territory Tellers' educational program 

Storytime for Storytellers

Come watch a veteran storyteller demonstrate how to 
engage the littles in your audience.  

 Territory Tellers

Storytime for Storytellers
A Demonstration

Are toddlers your most-feared audience?

Have you ever arrived for a program and discovered 

the audience contains a bunch of preschoolers?  

Need stories for children of different ages?  

If you can answer yes, then, this program is for you.  

Saturday, May 21, 2022

11 am - 1 pm on Zoom

Valerie Kimble, storyteller and retired children’s librarian, will use stories, puppets, 

magnetic boards, picture books, rhymes and songs, games, and props of all kinds 

so participants can see the potential for expanding their own skills to successfully 

engage children from babies to age four.

Children’s librarians, day care providers, parents and grandparents can pick up tips 

for entertaining and preparing their little ones for school readiness.

Come prepared to listen, lear
n, 

and sing along.

.24 CEU for librarians available 

Sponsored by

 the statewide  organization of 

storytellers and listeners

Non Territory Teller member 

registration of $20 by check or PayPal.

Special package rate of $30 for a one-year 

TT membership and the workshop

Territory Tellers registration is $10

 Register at territorytellers.com 



Resources for Storytellers (ZOOM)
Wed, May 25 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Central Story Center Event Virtual Event
It takes various tools to become a seasoned storyteller, including books, 
websites, organizations, and more.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

Story Swap
Thu, May 19 2022 6:30pm - 8:00pm Story Center Programming Room Story 
Center Event Registration Required
An open-mic storytelling event that's open to anyone! Put your name in the hat 
for a chance to share a seven-minute story, or just come to enjoy the show.
EVENT DETAILS REGISTER NOW

Support our 
up!ming 

gene"#on 
of St. Louis

teLLers
In %eir very first 

show for &al. 
Ken Wolfe & %e Pier& Lac'de 

Honors CoLLege at UMSL p&se(:

The G&at 2022 TeLL-a-Thon.

See d)ails next page.

We’LL aLL know if you *n’t show.

https://www.mymcpl.org/events/75992/resources-storytellers-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/75992/resources-storytellers-zoom
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D75992
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/74694/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/locations/story-center
https://www.mymcpl.org/events/74694/story-swap
https://www.mymcpl.org/omega/sso/biblio/login/redirect/http%253A%252F%252Fevents.mymcpl.org%252Fregister.php%253Feid%253D74694




Because we are soon-to-be in the historic 1908 Opera House of Pacific today, we also are
celebrating the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair, the largest and most successful ever held. Here is a
brief overview!

David R. Francis, the president of the fair, was an incredible man who had tremendous
vision for the future. He was the youngest mayor of St. Louis and the governor of Missouri. He
wanted the United States and the world to come to St. Louis to celebrate the centennial of the
1803 Louisiana Purchase made during the presidency of Thomas Jefferson. The price of $15
million in 1903 to put on the fair was the same as the original purchase of land from Napoleon.
The purchase of “La Louisiane” doubled the size of the USA and states from Louisiana to
Montana developed from the acquisition.
The fair was twice as big acreage-wise as the Chicago fair of 1893 and three times the
size of the Paris fair of 1900. Palaces were enormous. The buildings were glorious, and
electricity was just beginning to light up the world. Foods such as the hot dog on a bun, iced
tea, ice cream cones and peanut butter were popularized.
One restaurant served 2,000 at one sitting! Numerous new inventions were on display.
There were concerns then (like today) about the treatment of people “on display,” and Scott
Joplin from St. Louis was not allowed to play his ragtime music inside the fairgrounds.
Souvenirs could be purchased all over the fairgrounds and on the Pike (the amusement strip
beyond imagination).
Come to the Liars Contest and Mo-Tell-A-Palooza for an exhibit of dozens of authentic
souvenirs that people bought at the fair! Enjoy a World’s Fair lunch, and listen and dance to
ragtime music in the evening. Scott Joplin’s music will be enjoyed by all.
If you want to read all about the fair I would suggest that you Google Louisiana Purchase
Exposition Wikipedia. It’s fascinating!
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Membership dues
Fiscal year, February 1-January 31

Membership Annual dues                               comes with

Single membership 1 year $25                         MO-Tell Prestige

Single membership 2 years $40                                               MO-Tell Prestige

Family membership 1 year $35                                              Family-wide 
                                Mo-tELL Prestige

Family membership 2 years $50                                        Twice as much of 
                                   the same!!

Lifetime membership -60 $250                         Logo Bag plus
                                                                                                 Member’s choice of one:

                            (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Lifetime membership 60+     $200                          Logo Bag plus
                                                  Member’s choice of one:

                                                                                  (Cap) (T-shirt) (Logo mug)

Send check payable to:

MO-Tell
c/o
Sue Hinkel
2236 Highway N
Pacific, MO 63069

Or pay via MO-TELL’s PayPal account: suehinkel1@gmail.com

The Benefits You receive for your active Membership:

1. Missouri State Parks storytelling opportunities for the future
2. Missouri Liar’s contest
3. Web site presence for storytellers
4. Monthly storytelling programs
5. Loads of Merch (hats, caps, cups, mugs, bags, and whatnot!)
6. National Storytelling Network affiliation
7. A World Class newsletter (Huzzah!)
8. Annual membership meeting (and a voice therein!)
9. Connection to the other storytelling organizations in the region 

This year we are also offering:
a MO-TELL Logo bag for all new and renewed memberships, you lucky lucksters, you!

January-Annual membership meeting

February-June, August-December- Monthly programs

July-The Annual Missouri State Liar’s Contest



A mischievous young man wanted to 
mock a wise elder by tricking him.
The young man took a small sparrow 
in his hand and hid it behind his
back.

“Old man, if you are so wise, can you 
tell me if what I have in my hand
is alive or dead?”

He knew if the wise old man said, 
“Alive.” He would crush the sparrow
and present it dead. If the wise old man 
said, “Dead.” The young man
would present the sparrow alive.

The wise old man, recognized the 
mischievous young man’s intentions
and replied, “Whether it is alive or dead 
depends on you.”



Missouri Storytelling, Inc (MO-TELL) is an organization of 
storytellers and other interested persons dedicated to 

spreading the joy and art of storytelling throughout Missouri. 

We envision that every Missourian will hear and 
share stories and keep the oral tradition alive. 

Newsletter design by

President: Joyce Slater, joyceslater20@gmail.com

Treasurer: Sue Hinkel, suehinkel1@gmail.com, (Membership)

Secretary: Linda Kuntz, iharilag@gmail.com

At Large: Gary Kuntz, galirahi@aol.com
Nancee Walker Micham, walkermicham@gmail.com

Emeritus: Perrin Stifel, pstifelstl@earthlink.net
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